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Man Sentenced to Life in Prison for Businessman’s Murder

A judge today sentenced a man to life in prison for the April 2012 murder and robbery of a businessman in South
Los Angeles, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced.

Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Ronald H. Rose sentenced Jesus Mendez, 23, to life in prison without
the possibility of parole. Jurors convicted Mendez last week of one count each of first-degree murder and second-
degree robbery in case BA399348. The jury also found true gun allegations.

Prosecutors said Mendez lured and ambushed 27-year-old Jamie Sharif Mohammad Abuawad, who ran a gold
buying business, only a block away from where Mendez was living.

Cell phone records introduced into evidence at trial showed Mendez called Abuawad four times on the morning
of April 19, 2012, the last coming shortly before the murder.

Abuawad was shot three times with a .380-caliber revolver and Mendez made off with $300 and two cell phones.
Mendez dropped the phones that were later found nearby.

Deputy District Attorney Hilary Williams said one of the cell phones that was recovered had a shoe print and
matched what the defendant was wearing at the time of the arrest.

The case was investigated by the Los Angeles Police Department, Criminal Gang Homicide Division, 77th
Squad.

# # #

About the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her staff of
nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to seeking justice for victims of crime
and enhancing public safety. Annually, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office prosecutes more than 60,000
felonies and 140,000 misdemeanor crimes.
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